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Oﬂice Memomndzzm '* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Chdef, Contact Division,Attn: Support (Crovley) DATE. 22 Oct 59
THRU Chief, Detroit Office .

TXOM X, S. Rittenburg, Cleveland Resident Agent

SUBJBCT: Robert E. Webster

REF: Crovley-Rittendbury; telecun of 21 Oct 59, same subject
Travis-Rittenbury telecon of 20 Oct 59, same gsub ject
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1. Un 20-0ct 59, Major Rober: Cochrah of OBI &ad i.is probable Yehlase-
ment in Cleveland, Major Carroll Edelen,. dropped inito the office of the
i Cleveland Resident Agent to ask goout Robert E. Webster. In the absence of
r : . Loth Ritienbu and@ohn Hazen,)'who were out on previc 15ly scheduled appointe
; ments, they asked one of the secretaries about the matter but were tnld by her
that they would have to talk with Mr. Rittenburg. . Cociaran thereupon left the
folloving questions with the secretary réganding tbe Rend-Webster cese, to
vhich he-sald that "high level air force intereats"” wanted an answer. These
questiong, telephoned to Bot Travis on the same day, are as follows:

a. "Ig.‘ this office doing anything concerning Webster's defection?” .
b. "If noi, do they contemplate doing anythingt" '
- ¢. "What would this office have done if Webster had retumed normally?”

2. Barly on the 2lg%, after trying to reach Cochran unsuccessfully on //
the aftémoon of the 20th to find that his line was busy, Rittenburg tele- .
phoned the latter regardirg this matter. Rittenburg had a secretary make
notés on the call, unwitting to Cochran. Cochran's first question, after the—~
usual "hello", was "Do you have the answers to those questions?” Rittenburg
informed him, "I don't know anything ebout this man, only what I have resd in
the newspepers". He asked, "Nothing official?" to which Rittenburg reiterated
"No, only what I have followed in the press®. Cochran went on to say tuat "It .
tumed out it's not as bed as 1t looks on the surface. .Je had no access to : r
classified material”. During the conversation Rittenbury informed Cochran : ‘
that he had tried to telephone the previous aftemoon, bu‘ had found the tele
ephone busy. ILe also expressed his regret that he had n.: veen in for Cochren's
visil and pointed out that the laiter should have telephoned abead. Rittenbury '

- sald that he was sorry that he couldn't be of any help In tine matter, to which : l
Cochran replied with "C'est la vie. Well anything I can do for you?" when '
told "Not at the rmoment”, he stated, "If there is, ~all re”, for which Rittenturg . ;
thanked iin before saylng "Good-Bye™. : )

. 3. It was difffcult tn understand why Cochran would atterpt to meke such
an approach to the Clevelend >ffice, le: alone expect answers o suck questions .

- as he put forth. . )
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